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S&SE ASIAN UN

SOUTH & SOUTHEAST ASIAN UNIVERSITY NETWORK
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Concept Note for the South and Southeast Asian University
Network (S&SE ASIAN UN) Webinar

Post-COVID Regional Cooperation: New Opportunities and New Actions

Introduction

With more than 200 countries and regions affected to date, COVID-19 is gravely
threatening the health, safety, and life of people around the world. The global
economy has come under severe strain, with simultaneous contraction of supply and
demand, massive volatility in the financial markets, and plummeting trade and

investment.

In response to the economic challenges, countries in Asian regions continue to
enhance regional cooperation. Earlier, the Special ASEAN Plus Three (Japan, China
and the ROK) Economic Ministers’ Virtual Conference Meeting on COVID-19
Response was held via video conference. At the meeting, the ministers held
discussions on cooperation to mitigate the economic impact of COVID-19 and to
recover the economy as well as other issues, as an effort in response fo the Special
ASEAN Plus Three Summit on Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) held on April

14, 2020.

Following the meeting, the ministers issued ASEAN-China Economic Ministers' Joint
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Statement on Combating the Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) and Enhancing
ACFTA Cooperation, reaffirming the importance of keeping the markets open to
strengthen the resiliency and sustainability of regional supply chain and welcoming
knowledge sharing and exchange of best practices on policies and programs to manag‘e"

the Covid-19 pandemic’s adverse effects on the economic activities, etc.

Since the outbreak of the pandemic, the Secretariat of S&SE ASIAN UN takes
advantages of its geographical location that neighbors South and Southeast Asian
countries to carry out series of anti-pandemic activities. To play a bigger part of
universities in the battle against COVID-19 and provide intellectual support to
regional economic recovery, the Secretariat plans to host the webinar themed

“Post-Covid Regional Cooperation: New Opportunities and New Actions™.

Conference Structure

It is proposed to have a two-day international conference for up to 500 participants

from the member universities of the S&SE ASIAN UN and beyond.

The conference will have one plenary session addressing broad pertinent themes on
“Post-COVID Regional Cooperation: New Opportunities and New Actions™ in the
morning of October 21. It will map out the possibilities for what South and Southeast

Asian universities can do and will be delivered by known experts in the area.

There will also be 3 seminars in the following days, covering specific relevant

thematic areas, such as investment cooperation, trade cooperation, official



development aid, international and regional institutions etc.

Each seminar will take place over two and half hours with a maximum of six

presentations and discussant comments.

It is proposed to issue a call for paper in August, 2020. Each member university will

. be expected to encourage potential presenters to submit papers.

Conference Dates and Venue

It is proposed that the conference be held on October 21-22, 2020 in the platform of

- ZOOM.

Outputs

The conference is expected to lead to edited volumes. It will also plan to produce a
“think-piece” to be shared with South and Southeast Asian University Presidents and

governments on “Post-COVID Regional Cooperation”.

Funding

The Secretariat of the S&SE ASIAN UN will raise funds for publication.



South and Southeast Asian University Network Webinar

ASIAN UN “Post-COVID Regional Cooperation:
New Opportunities and New Actions”

October 21-22, 2020

Interested authors are encouraged to submit unpublished
contributions from a broad range of topics related to the
following fields:

- Investment Cooperation

- Trade Cooperation

- Official Development Aid

- International and Regional Institutions

GUIDELINE FOR SUBMISSION IMPORTANT DATE

+ A 200 word (max) abstract and - Deadline for Abstract
5-7 key words; Submission: Sept. 4, 2020
-+ 6000-8000 words maximum - Notification of Screened
length (notincluding abstract Abstract: Sept. 11, 2020
and reference) page; - Deadline for Full Paper
+ Chicago Manual of Style citations; Submission: Oct. 8, 2020
- Send submissions as MS Word doc . Notification of Accepted
attachment to: Paper: Oct. 15, 2020

heting ynu@yeah.net

The authors will be invited for presenting papers in
the conference. A selection of the papers will be

invited for publication in a special Volume by Springer
and honorarium will be paid accordingly.



